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Davis, by the department’s founding chair (ECG). Vince 
rapidly established a network of collaborators in the depart-
ments of nutrition and biochemistry and continued to 
unravel the role of inflammatory eicosanoid mediators of 
skin disease and to develop novel dietary-based therapeutic 
lipid interventions. Indeed, the omega-3 fatty acid fish-
oil adjunctive therapy for psoriasis grew out of these and 
other studies. During his tenure at UC Davis, Vince men-
tored scores of graduate students, postdoctoral fellows, and 
junior faculty trainees, many of whom are now established 
academicians. These trainees maintained friendships with 
him long after their laboratory training was completed. 
Postdoctoral trainee Tinku Banjeree wrote, “Dr. Ziboh was 
not just my research mentor. He advised and guided me in 
a fatherly way whenever I needed his help. He was a great 
teacher and a great human being. When I heard that he 
was no more, it made me feel like I lost my close lifelong 
friend.” (See also tributes by previous trainees published in 
AOCS Inform 2010; 21: 161–162.)
We were fortunate to have worked with Vince as col-
leagues and collaborators and, especially, to have had him 
as a friend. As a mentor to a starting new faculty member 
(RRI), he provided not only guidance in critical scientific 
thinking and hypothesis testing but also the emotional sup-
port to navigate through the processes of grant submission, 
the academic tenure process, and, most important, accep-
tance and moving forward in the face of criticism. Yet he 
himself was the gentlest of critics. Grants and papers that 
came to him for peer review enjoyed the most beneficent 
judgments; as a reviewer, he always focused on what was 
good in the manuscript or grant. He was also the “sea 
anchor” of our initially small research department and our 
conduit to the other basic science departments, enriching 
our laboratories with graduate students and fellows.
investigators in the fields of dermatology, lipid biochem-istry, and nutrition, along with many other colleagues and friends, were saddened by the death of Vincent A. 
Ziboh, Professor Emeritus of Dermatology and Biochemistry 
at University of California, Davis, on 10 December 2009, 
in Missouri City, Texas. He was a scientist of tremendous 
breadth, whose work clarified how nutritional intake and 
subsequent generation of lipid modulators could alter skin 
biology, defining, among other things, the nature of the 
lipid defects in essential fatty acid metabolism in the skin 
and discovering novel omega-3 fatty acid–derived bioactive 
lipids with transformative therapeutic potential. Above all, 
Vince’s collegiality, unconditional generosity, and love of 
research made him a beloved mentor, colleague, teacher, 
and scholar.
Vincent was born in Nigeria, and after undergraduate 
work at King’s College, London, UK, he completed his 
bachelor’s degree in chemistry at Doane College in Crete, 
Nebraska. He went on to earn his PhD in biochemistry 
from Saint Louis University in Missouri, working on bile 
acid biology under the mentorship of S.L. “Bob” Hsia and 
Nobel laureate Edward Doisy. One week after obtaining 
his degree, he married Doris L. Smith, who became his life-
long partner. After brief postdoctoral work at the University 
of Chicago with Eric Brunngraber, Vince returned to a fac-
ulty position at the University of Ibadan in Ibadan, Nigeria. 
Civil war in Nigeria prompted Vincent and Doris to return 
to the United States, and he moved to the University of 
Miami, where he joined the laboratory of Bob Hsia and 
began to study lipid mediators in skin, the research area 
on which the remainder of his career was focused. Harvey 
Blank, who was assembling one of the foremost research 
departments in the field, invited Vince to join the faculty 
of the department of dermatology. Vince spent 13 years in 
Miami, making seminal discoveries on how prostaglan-
dins and other eicosanoids are generated by normal and 
diseased skin. His work on the eicosanoid abnormalities 
that accompany essential fatty acid deficiency in skin led 
to the innovative finding of the reversal of these skin abnor-
malities by the topical application of linoleic acid. During 
these years, he won the Upjohn Award for Research in Skin 
Prostaglandins three times.
In 1981, Vince was recruited from Miami to the 
Department of Dermatology at the University of California, 
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Vince retired from his active academic appointment 
in 2006, but he was hardly idle. As he wrote in 2009, 
“Boredom is far from the norm. For instance, I am getting an 
increasing number of papers to review, more than I would 
wish. I do get invitations to consult and advise and a stand-
ing invitation to visit and participate in the South Korean 
40th anniversary of the Journal of Nutritional Biochemistry. 
Above all, I now have more time to read nonscientific books 
that I have not been able to do over the years. I also have no 
deadlines!”
As an African American, Vince endured the slights and 
indignities that were the unfortunate norm in our soci-
ety during his undergraduate and graduate training years, 
a time of national racial turmoil. Although he never forgot 
these unpleasant experiences, he rose above them, main-
taining a personal dignity that allowed him to dismiss these 
events and excel. In later years, he never appeared to be 
bitter or angry at a society that marginalized him at first, 
and he accepted later honors with equanimity.
Vincent was a dedicated husband and father, and he was 
proud of the accomplishments of his wife, Doris, a psy-
chiatric social worker; daughters Brenda Ziboh-Jackson, 
RN, director of a home health-care agency, and Anita 
Ziboh-Connor, PhD, a clinical pharmacologist; and son 
Vincent Ziboh, JD. His children were buoyed by the same 
enthusiasm and encouragement that he passed along to col-
leagues and trainees and that are eloquently reflected in an 
award-winning essay he wrote during his college years:
“Primitive man stood at the edge of the streams, formed 
from the gushing waters of the waterfalls unaware of the 
vast uses of such an immense power. In years to come, engi-
neers were to harness the torrents to their dynamos, and 
light whole provinces with the power that for generations 
had run to waste. Similarly, your life is a treasure; you may 
be unaware of the potential riches hidden beneath the sur-
face, waiting for you to take possession and use.
You are greater than you think. If only you will delve 
diligently beneath the surface you will find gems untold.
Waste no time blaming your luck, education, or your cir-
cumstance. Expand your mind and you will visualize the 
limitless resources of the universe. The capacity for success 
is in you, but only you can make it yours.”
Vince, your friends, colleagues, students, and trainees 
will miss you very much.
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